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6. (Secret - GLC) Mr. John Clarke, D/PPB, called to advise he had 
notified Bill Woodruff, Counsel, Senate Appropriations Committee, that a 
careful review of the situation has brought us to the conclusion that if it should 
become necessary to terminate Radio Liberty and Radio Free Europe the 
estimated termination cost was approximately $80 million (see Mr. Clarke's 
Memorandum for the Record). This is the figure that will be used in the 
budget briefing of the House Appropriations Committee on 13 July. 

7. (Secret - GLC) Picked up from Bill Woodruff, Counsel, Senate 
Appropriations Committee, Senator Ellender's letter to the Director (with 
a similar letter to Assistant Secretary of Defense Packar d) asking that 
Defense and the Agency make a decision in favor of either the POD o r Agency 
sensitive readout systems. This has been forwarded to the Director and copies 
sent to Colonel White and Mr. Duckett. 

8. (Unclassified - GLC) Bill Shinn, a JSfete Qepartrrieft t intern now 
working in the office of Senator Adlai Stevenson HI (d./^!!), called in connectio. 
with the bill introduced by Senator Cooper. Shinn recalled the briefing we had 
given Representative Brad Morse (R. , Mass. ) on Africa prior to the Congress- 
man's travel there and asked if the Agency did this with other members. I 

told Shinn that we try to be responsive to requests of this sort whenever we 
could do so. Shinn obviously was concerned with the impact of the Cooper 
bill. 
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Honorable Melvin R. Laird 

Secretary 

Department of Defense 

Washington, D.c, 20301 

■ 

i 

( 


Pile: A&C-3-1 


Dear Mr. Secretary: • 

The subcommittee on Public Health and Envi- 
ronment has been holding hearings on the President's propo- 
sal to mount a co-ordinated effort at stemming the growing 
menace of drug use and abuse. As the subject does not limit 
itself to national boundaries, and because our Armed Forces 
have become heavily involved in this problem, the ■ committee 
asked for Department of Defense testimony, and General Robert 
C. Taber, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(M&RA) represented DOD on June 30th. Shortly before the 
hearings, I was given sketchy information from intelligence 
work done by the Department of Defense in a four-country 
area of Xndo-Chxna investigating the sale of arms for opium 
and gold. 

General Taber said he had no knowledge of this 
report or the situation. The committee recessed for lunch, 
and, upon resuming in the afternoon General Taber said he 
had been unable, to locate the report or any information regar- 
ding the situation. 

A week later General Taber reported he had still 
been unable to locate this report. I find it. vary unusual • 
that such a situation could exist and would exist as General 
Taber is, 1 believe, the man that Secretary Packard had named 
to head DOD efforts in the area of drugs. 
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Honorable Melvin \i. Laird 


The report is cited as 

. I believe this ts just one of several such reports. 

I think it would be in the best interests of all 
if the reports bearing on the Indo-China opium-guns situation 
were declassified and made public as our hearings continue - 
next week. I cannot understand how this situation has arisen. 
The very nature of this insidious traffic demands that our 
^.government take every step necessary to halt it and see to it 
that ^hose responsible are cited for their illegal practices. , 

I would appreciate your speediest possible reply so that wo 
may establish a date for a hearing for your department. Because 
of the implications and seriousness of this matter X think it 
would_ be wise if you or Secretary Packard would' appear before 
this committee . ./'••• - ■ _ ' 

• . • * 

Kind regards. 



Sincerely yours, 
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COMMiTTtCCON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Washington, d.c, r.osto 


The Honorable 
Melvin R. Laird 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D, c. 


Dear Mr, Secretary; 

L" l0Sing a COpy of a recent article froat the 

Mihfrf a rfz a r Tr dlT ‘ 8 a ® e£ense Department report. 
S 7 t « indicate chat the Nationalist Chinese 

Dieh ls S oid £ Tn a | ,0nS t0 “ La ° tiaQ Seneral £ °* 0Pi™, 

WdtLr ? 1 xn ‘ 10 Unlted States soldiers in 

* ^ ld .aPPtociate. haring, the comments of • 
the Defense Department on the attached story. 

Sincerely, 



tuart Symington 
Chairman 

Subcommittee on U.S, Security 
Agreements and Commitments Abro< 

SS/lkl 


Attachment 
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A secret Pentagon report in- P° rl 


abuse fight, they sattl they .'with rcnts'gon papers without, that all Anwricsn military 
knew nothing about the re- this rommttlee addins? to forces now will be able to take 


I them,” 


advantage of amnesty pro- 


that the NMionnlist very disturbing to met Rogers said the big firms- ]f ram., if the,, tum tnew.sebcs 

f; * v ' ‘ “ .',' Ilhot arms are being exchanged! fm-opium transaction occured;^ ns cru 5 users. 

(Chinese so In 70 tons qx \ve«p- for or> ; lim tJiat is then going; between last August and last]* ’He said toe Defense Depart- 


!G. Keaets . (D'Fla.) revealed answer to questions from Rep. i oral were American hM6 ri- understanding.” 

yesterday. . John G. SchmJl* ill-Callf.) ac-jfles, Rogers said. He added Tht amnesty program had 

Defense DopwDuent offi- knhvdadgcd that the source of i that the opium had come from been run by (he military nn. a 

cte.ls, hit with this statement bis information is the Depart- Dunna and that the Laotian trial basis, but the. Marine 

at, a heaving of Rogers' House jnent of Defense, official wns *'n very prominent Corps had refused to partlci* 

Health SuhVommUtce, prom, “Vou should thoroughly doc- and high ranking general." pate, Marine Drig. Gen. Rob- 

ixecl to coino buck today with ument these charges before KarUer, Lt, Gen. -Robert C. erl B. Carney Jr. said the Ma- 
details of the tynnKfirUon, Al- throwing them mil” wild Hep. Tahei , Urn deputy assist nnl rloCK now will Join the Army, 

though these officials a re run- Anchor Nelson (R-MInn,) secretary of defense fur man- Navy mid Air Force 1st tins pro- 

hilts' tins FcntaRcm'/; drug ''There me plenty of problems power, told the subcommittee) gram, 
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